BRITISH   POLICY
consequently, found few British officials in authority in 'Iraq
who had any sympathy for Arab Nationalism or who had more
than hearsay knowledge either of its strength or of the extent
of the Movement on the other side of the desert. To the
majority of the British officials in Mesopotamia, engrossed in
creating an Anglo-Indian regime for the country and belong-
ing, for the most part, to the 'Indian School3 of Arab politics
and, therefore, antagonistic to everything savouring of the rival
'Sharifian School', Arab Nationalism was something to be con-
trolled at all costs and destroyed wherever possible.
Notwithstanding the reluctance of the military authorities to
accept political responsibilities, the creation and maintenance
of British influence in the Baghdad wilayet became the chief
mission of the expedition, according to instructions issued by the
Imperial General Staff,x following considerable interchange of
views among the authorities concerned. General Maude's
force, after Baghdad wilayet had been cleared of Turks, was
to assume the defensive, but it was to be ready to seize the
earliest opportunity to resume the offensive. Tribal co-opera-
tion against the Turks was to be encouraged as far as possible,
but administrative expansion was to be limited to bare essentials.
These activities were to be placed under the guidance of Sir
1 Cf. Orders issued to Sir William R. Marshall on his assumption of the
command of British Forces in Mesopotamia. (Telegram, Chief of Imperial
General Staff to General Officer Commanding, Baghdad, November 22nd,
1917), of which the pertinent sections are given here:
On your assumption of the command in Mesopotamia I think it advisable to
recapitulate the instructions issued to your predecessor.
x. The prime mission of your force is the establishment and maintenance of
British influence in the Baghdad Wilayet. Your mission is, therefore,
primarily defensive, but, while making every possible preparation to meet
attack, you should take advantage of your central position and of the
superiority of your communications over those of the enemy to make your
defence as active as possible and to strike at the enemy whenever he gives you
an opportunity of doing so with success.
4. It is important to enlist the co-operation of the Arab tribes in your
theatre, and induce them to harass the enemy's communications and refuse
him supplies. For this an active propaganda, which should make the most
of our recent successes in Palestine and Mesopotamia, should be undertaken.
As to this you will consult and be guided by Sir Percy Cox.
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